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By the 1990s, public art had evolved far beyond the lonely monument on an open plaza. Now public

artists might design the entire plaza, create an event to alter the social dynamics of an urban

environment, or help to reconstruct a neighborhood. Dialogues in Public Art presents a rich blend of

interviews with the people who create and experience public artÃ¢â‚¬â€•from an artist who mounted

three bronze sculptures in the South Bronx to the bureaucrat who led the fight to have them

removed; from an artist who describes his work as a "cancer" on architecture to a pair of architects

who might agree with him; from an artist who formed a coalition to convert twenty-two derelict row

houses into an art center/community revitalization project to a young woman who got her life back

on track while living in one of the converted houses.  The twenty interviews are divided into four

parts: Controversies in Public Art, Experiments in Public Art as Architecture and Urban Planning,

Dialogues on Dialogue-Based Public Art Projects, and Public Art for Public Health. Tom

Finkelpearl's introductory essay provides a concise overview of changing attitudes toward the city

as the site of public art.  Interviewees: Vito Acconci, John Ahearn, David Avalos, Rufus L. Chaney,

Mel Chin, Douglas Crimp, Paulo Freire, Andrew Ginzel, Linnea Glatt, Louis Hock, Ron Jensen,

Kristin Jones, Maya Lin, Rick Lowe, Jackie McLean, Frank Moore, Jagoda Przybylak, Denise Scott

Brown, Assata Shakur, Michael Singer, Elizabeth Sisco, Arthur Symes, Mierle Laderman Ukeles,

Robert Venturi, Krzysztof Wodiczko
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Tom Finkelpearl is Program Director of PS 1 Contemporary Art Center in New York City. From 1990



to 1996, he was Director of New York City's Percent for Art Program.

this is a textbook for a class I'm taking. very interesting content, well-organized. not too dry; like

reading magazine articles and interviews. first book I've read on public art so have nothing to

compare it to. I recommend the physical book, not the e-book.The digital experience is not great.

MIT Press has a proprietary format that requires different apps dep on your device. Books do not

sync between devices so notes and bookmarks only available on the one. On ipad, there is no text

highlight or copy , only on mac/pc. books not available on phone at all.

Although Finkelpearl is simply wrong about the web and his setting up of an antithetical relationship

between the city and its suburbs is, well, dated... his book is really one of the best collection of

contemporary public art interviews and ideas out there. Finkelpearl's hands-on involvement with

NYC public art programs gives him a level-headed, understated, and pragmatic interview style

which avoids too much theoretical diddling and agenda-pumping. Smart, clear, well organized...

anybody interested in contemporary public art should own this book.

I am very happy with my purchase not very pretty, but they have plenty of use Terrible product.

Good deal! no leaks,my love Pretty good. Overall I highly recommend this to anyone who is looking

for lights for decoration A perfect produt with high quality. can't go wrong with that!
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